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THE SPREAD OF RaBIEs. 


No veterinarian was surprised at the appearance 
of rabies in the London district last week. Of 
course it has caused some public panic, and not a 
few dogs have been, and will be, needlessly des- 
troyed; but there is no mistaking the real gravity 
of the situation. The Devon-Cornwall outbreak, 
the more recent Welsh one, this London one, which 
holds more serious possibilities than either, and the 
amount of illicit importation and movement of dogs 
that is known to have taken place, altogether 
present a distinctly ominous outlook. It is possible 
that we may have as much rabies in the kingdom 
this year as we ever had in the nineties. A trying 
time lies before practioners, bearing much annoy- 
ance but also much serious responsibility. How- 
ever many genuine cases of rabies occur, there will 
be many more false alarms; however few, there 
will still be so much disease in the country that to 
slight a single symptom that is even suggestive 
would be criminal. 


Frees 1n IRELAND. 


A report upon another page shows that the Cen- 
tral V.A. of Ireland is taking a commendable line 
with regard to this question. A considerable mini- 
mum increase in the ordinary fees has been 
approved, and it is suggested “ that the members 
of the profession resident in the same districts 
should confer and agree mutually on this point.” 
This encouragement of localised consultation and 
combination amongst groups of neighbouring prac- 
titioners seems the best policy for the societies to 
adopt, so far as the fees of general practice are con- 
cerned. National uniformity of fees is desirable, 
and may be attained in some special subjects, such 
as insurance work; but uniformity over the whole 
range of professional fees presents many difficulties. 
The variety of conditions in different districts, even 
sometimes in fairly closely adjoining ones, is very 
great. The work itself varies greatly; for what is 
an everyday item in some districts may be so rare 
as to be practically negligible in others. Other 
local conditions vary as much; and fees which are 
quite usual in some districts are almost unobtainable 
in others. All these difficulties are best met by 
local arrangements amongst the only men con- 
versant with the details ; and just now that seems 
to be the only effective way of dealing with them. 
Tt is also the best step towards a national uniform- 
ity, if that is really attainable. Probably no man 


now has a sufficiently wide knowledge of the subject 
to warrant a judgment on the latter point; but a 
ood number of local combinations might render 
such knowledge available. 7 


THe “ AssISTANCE”’ OF THE PREss. 


The introduction and spread of rabies in England 
and Wales has received notice in the public press, 
mainly in support of the measures of control 
exercised by the authorities, but a contributor has 
sent us a copy of a local newspaper containing a 
column of matter of a quite different character, 
excerpts from which we print on another page. 
Fortunately, the mischievous character of the sug- 
gestions is lessened by the fact that the journal is 
a local one, and by the widely spread knowledge of 
the dread effect of the disease. But the attempt to 
belittle the skill and integrity of the veterinary 
officials concerned will find favour with a section 
of the public; and there are yet many who are 
unacquainted with the dangers of infection. Liberty 
of the press is worth preserving : but one can only 
regret to see it put to ill a use by irresponsible 
persons. 

In quite different tone is a short note in the 
medical column of The Farmers’ Gazette, Dublin, 
which we give below :— 

““Hydrophobia is such a frightful disease that no 
steps, be they ever so drastic, are too severe if to prevent 
it again invading this country. Hydrophobia in a 
human being is a sight that not every doctor has seen. 
It has, however, fallen to the lot of the writer to see 
and attend upon such a case—a horrible and harrowing 
experience he never wishes to encounter again as long 
as he lives. He has seen an airman burnt to death in a 
fallen aeroplane : but the latter sight was as nothing 
to that of the stricken wretch perishing in the throes of 
hydrophobia as the result of a bite from a pet retriever. 


Ropal College of 


Veterinary Surgeons. 
(Continued from p. 377). 


SpecrAL CoMMITTEE ON VETERINARY STAFF. 


‘On the motion of the President, the following report 
of a meeting of the Special Committee on Veterinary 
Staff, held on April 11th, was received and pores — 

Classification of Veterinary Officers. The Secretary 
submitted correspondence showing that the veterinary 
officers of the D.A.T.I. are not included among the 
professional officers of the Civil Service, in the same wa, 
as veterinary officers of the Board of Agriculture an 
Fisheries. A draft letter to H.M. Treasury calling 
attention to this anomaly, and urging its immediate 
removal, was read and ordered to be sent to the Perma- 
nent Under-Secretary of the Treasury. 


PuBLICATION, LIBRARY, AND MusEUM CoMMITTEE. 


Dr. SHarE-JoneEs read the following report of a 
‘meeting of the Publication, Library and Museum Com- 
mittee, held on April 11th :— * 
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Presentations to Iibrary. The Secretary yeas 
that since the previous quarterly meeting the following 
presentations had been made to the Library. E 

Annali della Statione sperimentale per le malattie 
infettive del Bestiame, Vol. IV., Fasc. 1 and 2. Dela- 
bere Pritchett Blaine,” M.S. Article by Miller Christy. 
The Spinose Ear Tick, U.S.A. Dept. of Agriculture. 
Haemorrhagic Septicaemia, H. J. Washburn, U.S.A. 
Dept. of Agriculture. Preliminary Note on Sheep- 
Breeding Experiments, E. C. Oliver, 1.c.v.p. Report on 
Experiment of Feeding Bullocks on Turnips and Straw, 
1917-18, J. Hendrick and W. J. Profeit. 

Annual Reports: “en Bacteriological Laboratory, 
Muktesar, 1917-18. Higher Education in State of New 
York, 1914-15. City of Manchester, Medical Officer of 
Health. Department of Agriculture, Nyasaland, 1917- 
18. Notes on Parasitic Mange, County of Lanark 
Veterinary Inspector. 

Calendars: Registers of Pharmaceutical Chemists 
and Chemists and Druggists, 1919. 

ertodicals ; The Journal of the Boardof Agriculture ; 
The Journal of D.A.T1.; The Scottish Journal of 
Agriculture; Revue de Pathologie Comparée ; Journal 
of Physiology (per Sir F. Smith); Zhe Vet. Review; The 
et. Journal; The Journal of Comp. Path. and 
tics; The Vet. Record; The Vet. News; 
gyru.; Jow epartment of Agriu., Melbourne, 
Australia; Bloodstock Breeders Review ; British Medi- 
cal Journal (per Dr. Bradley); Hduwcational Times ; 
N.Y. University Veterinary Bulletin; NY. 

Annual Report. A draft of the Annual Report was 
submitted, and after emendations, was approved and 
ordered to be issued. 

Dr. SHARE-JONEs : With regard to the Annual Report, 
it is impossible in a document of that kind to give a 
full account of the immense amount of work which has 
been done by the various Committees of the Council. 
That was brought out in discussion at the Committee 
meeting this morning, particularly with reference to the 
War Emergency Committee. It is open to any member 
of Council to ty in any way he thinks fit the state- 
ment with regard to the work of the various Committees. 
With reference to the War Emergency Committee, Mr. 
Coleman in particular considered that the immense 
amount of work which that Committee had done had 
not received possibly the full amount of credit which it 
should receive in the a which you have in your 
hands, and that he would like to make a personal state- 
ment with regard to it this afternoon. In that request 
I may say that the Committee fully concurred, because 
I am sure it would be to the benefit of the profession to 
have a little more information concerning the work of 
the Committee than can possibly be given in a brief 
Report of this kind. I move the adoption of the/Report. 

Mr. CoLeMAN : I should be sianel to second that. In 
doing so, I fee] in rather an unpleasant position, having 
at a certain meeting of the Royal Counties Society en- 
dorsed the opinion of the general practitioners as to the 
work of this Council. It had been my intention to 
bring before the Council to-day the fact that the reports 
of the various Committees of the Council are so inad- 
equate that they convey to the general body of prac- 
titoners a wrong impression of the amount of work that 
is done. Owing to being on so few Committees, where 
very little business was done, and that in a very cursory 
manner, I endorsed the opinion of the Royal Counties 
Society, but, having discovered my mistake, I admit 1t. 
I was present at a meeting of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee yesterday while I was waiting for another Com- 
mittee meeting—I did not join in the discussion— 
and I found that they did an enormous amount of 
work on subjects upon which I believe you received 


Thera 
The 


a resolution from the Royal Counties Society, which 
after hearing the discussion I felt was quite un-| 


necessary. Therefore I want to recall the’ remarks I 
made at the Royal Counties ¢meeting, and [ wish 
to ask the Council to support me in the suggestion 
that the reports should be more copious in the future, in 
order that the main body of practitioners may have a 
better and fuller report of the work that is done by the 
College. I should like now, if I may, to refer to the 
work that the War Emergency Committee has done for 
the Royal Army Veterinary Corps. I should like to read 
a motion that I brought before the Council last July to 
the following effect :—‘“(1) That the Army Council be 
respectfully asked (a) To consider the grave necessity 
of compensation upon ceasing their military duty being 
granted to veterinary officers who had practices prior to 
the war, especially those of the Territorial Force who 
were mobilised and had no time to arrange for the “yp 
ing on of their ene during their absence. (0) 

revoke paragragh 2 (j) of Army Order No. 406 of 1915, 
as this is a grave injustice to Territorial Officers. (2) 
That the Parliamentary Committee perce for the 
purpose be advised of the anomalies affecting the pro- 
motion of Temporary Officers A.V.C. and those of the 
A.V.C. (T.F.)” The cursory remarks that are made in 
the Report do not give the members of the Army Vet- 
erinary Corps any knowledge of what has been done by 
the Committee. I should like to draw your attention to 
the fact that Article 497 of the Royal Warrant for Pay, 
under which most of the Territorial officers yee says : 
‘* Officers employed under the conditions of Article 496 
shall, provided that they serve for the full period of their 
engagement or of the emergency in respect of which 
they were employed (unless a shorter period is specially 
approved by our Army Council) be entitled on the 
cessation of such employment to a gratuity at certain 
rates.” I will only speak about myself and not refer to 
other people, although there are a number of them in 
the same boat. When I resigned I applied for my 
gratuity, and I was told that it was not issuable. I then 

t my solicitor to make pg «em and he found there 
is any Army Order, 406, of November, 1915, paragraph 
(j) of which applies to my particular case. It says: “The 
gratuity is not issuable to officers (j) who voluntarily 
resign their commissions or voluntarily revert to unem- 
ployment before the expiration of the period of emer- 
gercy.” Army Council Instruction 1360 of 1918 gives 
some of the gratuities admissable under Article 497 of 
the Pay Warrant: “It is notified that in the event of an 
officer being allowed to be demobilised or to revert to 
unemployment at his own request in anticipation of 
general demobilisation, any gratuity under Article 497 
of the Pay Warrant to which he is otherwise entitled up 
to the date of release will not be withheld by reason of 
his having asked to go. Paragraph 2 (j) of Army Order 
406 of 1915 will not be held to apply to such cases. This 
Army Council Instruction is no authority for any 
application for early release from the army being made. 
It deals solely with the gratuity aspect of the case.” The 

int I wish to make is that the Army Council have 
foe doing most strenuous work during the war and we 
can quite understand that such a small body of men as 
the Army Veterinary Corps has been overlooked in 
regard to this little matter, but I assume—I lay stress 
on the word “assume”—that by some means or other 
the steps that we have adopted here in this Council 
have come to their notice, that they have recognised the 
injustice of Army Order 406, and have revoked it by the 
issue of Army Council Instruction 1360 of 1918, I 
should like, if it is possible, to ask this Council respect- 
fully to approach the Army Council and ask whether 
they cannot make it retrospective. 

The PresipEnt : I donot think that that is altogether 
in order, but I fully appreciate what you have said. 
You are speaking on the a 

Mr. CoLeMAN : I am amplifying the Report. 
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The Prestpent: I think you know as well as every- 
body else that the Annual Report is merel y a record of 
actual work done put in the briefest possible way. We 
should all very much like to have the Report greatly 
amplified for the sake of the profession, but at the pres- 
ent time it is not advisable to go too much into detail. 
The expense of printing is clengle awful. 

Mr. Coteman: I think the profession ought to be 

properly informed as to what we do, and not under 
the impression that we do nothing. 
- Mr. Triccrr : I do not think it is sufficiently realised 
by the profession that, although thisCouncil only meets 
on Friday afternoon, the whole of the previous day, 
from 11 o’clock in the morning until 5 or 6 o'clock in the 
afternoon, is devoted to Committee work, and also the 
whole of the time on Friday morning from 11 o’clock 
until lunch. When the members of Council come to 
London they have no chance of a “ joy ride” of any sort ; 
they have to work for the whole of twodays. I do not 
think that is sufficiently realised by the profession. 

Dr. SHARE-JoneEs : I should like to say, in reply to 
Mr. Coleman, that the specific statement is made in 
the Report that the Committee has dealt with the ques- 
tion of the pay and promotion of officers of the Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps. That results have followed, 
from whatever source they have emanated, speaks for 
itself, and I am vag! glad that Mr. Coleman has ampli- 
fied the Report in the way he has done. 

The motion fer the adoption of the report was put and 
carried unanimously. 


ELEcTION OF EXAMINERS, 


The PrEsIDENT: We will now proceed to the election 
of Examiners, and here I have to announce that all the 
elections today are for the period of one year only. 

The following gentlemen were elected :— 


MEMBERSHIP EXAMINATION. 


Class D. Veterinary Medicine : N. Almond, F.R.C.v.S., 
F. L. Gooch, F.R.c.v.s. 
Veterinary Surgery : R. J, Hickes, F.R.c.v.s. 
Major W. 8. Mulvey, F.R.c.v.s. 
Class C. : H. Caulton Reeks, F.rc.v.s, 
. Jackson Young, F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 
Materia Medica : Hugh Begg, ¥.R.c.v.s. 
Major J. Peddie, F.R.c.v.s. 
Veterinary ITygiene : H. Taylor, F.R.c.v.s. 
W. Woods, F.R.C.V.S. 
Class B. Anatomy: H. G. Bowes, F.R.c.v.s. 
W. E. Ison, r.R.c.v.s. 
Histology and Physiology : W. Legge Symes, M.R.C.8. 
F. W. Lamb, .p. 
Stable Management, d&c.: H. J. Dawes, F.B.c.v.s. 
Major A. B. Mattinson, M.c., F.R.C.Vv.s. 
Class A. Anatomy: B. H. Mellon, Capt. A.V.C., 
F.R.C.V.S., M.R.C.8, L.R.C.P, D.P.H. 
H. L. Roberts, F.R.c.v.s. 
Chemistry and Physics : J. M. H. Munro, p.sc., 
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., F.1.C. 
H. Somerville, B.sc., M.R.C.8., L.R.C.P., F.C.S. 
Biology : W. B. Bottomley, Ph.D., M.a., F.L.s., F.C.8. 


EXAMINATION (Old Regulations) 
Veterinary Medicine and Surgery : 
Prof. J. Macqueen, F.R.C.Vv.s. 
Veterinary Hygiene and Sanitary Science : 
m. Woods, F.R.C.v.S. 
Pathology and Bacteriology : J. Malcolm, F.R.c.v.s. 
: It was necessary for a ballot to betaken only in regard 
to the Examiners for Pathology and Materia Medica in 


Class‘C, in the former of which Dr. E. J. McWeeney 
‘had made application in addition to Messrs. Reeks and 
Young, and in the latter of which Mr. E. ©. Winter had | 
made application in addition to Messrs. Beggand Peddie. 


| for choosing this subject, for 


The PRESIDENT announced that a letter had been re- 
ceived from Dr. McWeeney saying that, although his 
health had oe! improved, it not done so to such 
an extent as to allowof his giving an absolute under- 
taking to attend at all the centres, but if re-elected he 
would serve the College to the best of his ability. 

Lliness of Mr. Bloye. The Prestpent: I should like 
to bring to the notice of the Council the illness of one of 
our late Examiners, whose name would have been on 
the list had he been in good health ; I refer to Mr. Harvey 
Bloye. I suggest that we might send him a vote of 
sympathy. 

Mr. Mutvey: I beg to propose that. 

Major Asson seconded the resolution, and it was 
unanimously agreed that such a letter should be sent. 

Appointment of Scrutineers. On the motion of Mr. 
MoKinna seconded by Major General Thomson, it was, 
in accordance with custom, left in the hands of the 
President to appoint the scrutineers for the election of 
Council. 

The PrestpENT: That concludes our business, and I 
thank you very much for your attendance here to-day. 

Mr. Lawson : I should like to move a hearty vote of 
thanks to our President for taking the Chair. 

Mr. Triacer : I second that. 

Mr. Mutvey : I desire to support it. There are very 
few men who recognise the immense amount of work, 
the large number of hours and days, that our President 
devotes to this Council; I wish it were more widely 
known. 

Mr. Sumner: All the members of the Council fully 
<gprecate it. Our President comes all the way from 

indermere at the a of the Council more times 
in the course of the year than I dare to suggest, and the 
debt the profession owes to him is one it can never repay. 

Mr. Triacer: I should like very heartily to rome 
the motion. Never in the history of the Council has a 
President devoted so much time to the carrying out of 
his duties as Mr. Garnett has done since he has occupied 
the Presidential Chair. 

Mr. CoteMAN: All the members of the Council are 
perfectly aware of the immense amount of time that Mr. 
Garnett devotes to the work of the College. He has 
been a whole-time officer ever since he was elected. — 

The resolution of thanks was carried by acclamation. 

The Presinent: Thank you very much, Gentlemen, 
for all the kind things you have said about me. 

The meeting then terminated. 


SOME OBSERVATIONS ON EQUINE 
INFLUENZA.* 
By G. P. MALE, M.B.c.v.s., Reading. 


For some time I have been under a promise to your 
worthy and persistent Secretary to contribute something 
for discussion at your mnetions, and I make no apology 

I feel that there aye so mony 
ints which still need ne won Fae connection wit 
it. It is only by discussing these things and comparing 
notes that we can hope to solve them. Also, with influ- 
enza affecting so many of the human race, it behoves 
to consider whether there is any convection between it 
as it affects horses and man. As the two diseases 
resemble each other so closely the experience gained 
with animals may possibly be of some assistance to our 
human confréeres, who up to the present appear to have 
no definite knowledge of either the cause, mode of 
infection, contributing causes, or treatment of the 
disease. 

I do not propose to enumerate the symptoms or to 


* Read at the meeting of the Central Veterinary Society, 
London, on Thursday, April 3rd. 
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go into all the aspects of this disease, as the former are 
so well known to you all and time would not permit ; 
but sai are certain questions which I ask you to 
consider ;— 


1. The cause. 2. What is the relationship between 
so-called influenza and contagious pneumonia? 3. Is 
the pneumonia a secondary infection or a primary 
disease? 4. What conditions predispose towards it? 
5. What is the incubation period? 6. How is the 
disease contracted? 7. How long can an animal be 
infective! 8. What methods of treatment are most 
successful? $&. Is there any known method of inocu- 
lation which can be recommended as a preventive or 
curative. 10. Is there any evidence pointing to con- 
tagion or infection from animals to man or vice versa 4 


The term influenza has been used in a very wide 
sense to include almost any catarrhal inflammation of 
the mucous membranes accompanied by fever, but I 
think it should be restricted to those cases which have 
what to my mind are characteristic symptoms, namely, 
the marked infection and often discolouration of the 
conjunctiva of the eye, accompanied by a high tempera- 
ture, great depression, and cedematous swellings of the 
skin. The disease also is very contagious, and this 
should confirm ~~ doubt that might arise as to its 
diagnosis. The old term “pink-eye” expressed the 
condition very aptly. 

As we all know, the disease varies greatly in intensity, 
and, as in the human subject, some outbreaks are com- 
paratively mild ; in others the whole of the organs of 
the body—lungs, liver, kidneys, etc , are congested, the 
heart much depressed, bowels torpid, and often pneu- 
monia or pleuro-pnemonia supervenes. 

I do not refer in these remarks to the condition 
called catarrhal fever, or horse-dealers’ fever, which I 
look upon as a separate disease due to the streptococcus 
of strangles; and should not be confounded with 
influenza. 

Cause. A good deal of experimental work has been 
carried out with a view to finding the cause of the 
condition, and I think there is little doubt that it is due 
to an ultra-visible organism which is able to penetrate 
the closest filters and cannot be demonstrated. 

The disease has been transmitted from horse to horse 
by injections of filtered blood, also by intravenous and 
subcutaneous injections of warm blood, and even semen 
from affected animals. 

One experimenter was able to transmit the disease 
from experimently infected animals to others, but in no 
case was he able to isolate micro-organisms from the 
blood or blood serum which proved virulent on inoc- 
ulation. 

In those cases where pneumonia has been a marked 
feature several organisms have been discovered. ' 

Schiitz and others have described a streptococcus 
which appears to resemble the streptococcus of strangles. 

Ligniéres found a bacillus, the pasteurella equi, a 
variety of the bacillus bipolaris septicus of the haemor- 
rhagic septicaemia. 

ol. Watkins-Pitchford who carried out an investi- 
= on contagious pneumonia, described a small 

illus which he found in the diseased tissues of the 
lungs and also in the blood. He was not able to classify 
it exactly, but possibly it corresponds with that noticed 
by Ligniéres. 

Hutyra sums up the position when he says “For none 
of these organisms has sufficient proof been advanced 
that they can produce the disease primarily, and no one 
has ever succeeded in a croupous pneumonia 
in its typical eourse artificially. It is therefore possible 
that the ey cause of the disease, or the infective 
agent w 


ich transmits the disease from animal to 


animal, is a micro-organism which is not yet known, 


and that the streptococci as well as the ovoid bacteria 
which are normal habitants of the healthy air passages 
exert their pathogenic action only after the specific 
virus has already affected the animal, and they then 
subsequently produce the inflammatory changes attri- 
buted to them.” : 

That is to say, the primary infection and the general 
febrile condition so weaken the natural defences of the 
body that the secondary organisms are able to exert 
their specific pathogenic effect. Watkins-Pitchford, 
although describing an organism frequently present, 
does not preclude the possibility of an ultra-microscopic 
organism in conjunction with it. 

One’s own observations of the disease bear out this 
idea, and I notice that human pathologists are also in- 
clined to this view. In the human subject it was at 
one time supposed to be due to Pfeiffer’s bacillus, but 
very probably it will be found, as with the organisms 
discovered in equine cases, that this is a secondary in- 
fection, and that the real cause is an invisible organism. 

Some authorities hold the view that there are two 
distinct diseases—influenza, and contagious pasonnen. 
and that they are not related ; but those who have closel 
watched an outbreak in a large number of animals will 
have noticed that some show characteristic signs of 
influenza without premneten, others have pneumonia in 
the later stages of influenza, while others again show 
pneumonia early in the course of the disease. Many of 
you will have attended large numbers of army horses in 
the first years of the war, and will have noticed this 
variation. 

In a large thoroughbred stud that I attended every 
variety of the disease was shown. The first case was 
one of pleurisy in a foal about 3-4 months old that had 
arrived from Newmarket with its dam, about 3 weeks 

reviously. On July 15th it was found to be ill, with 

igh temperature, injected membranes, and great 
depression. The respirations became difficult, and on 
July 22ad [ performed paracentesis thoracis, and re- 
moved ten measured pints of sero-fibrinous liquid from 
the left side of the chest. On July 23rd I removed 
eight pints of similar exudate, to the great relief of the 
foal. On July 25th breathing was much improved, but 
there was a large swelling on the side of the chest. I 
lanced this in wntonggy, Sig. and a quantity of serous 
liquid oozed away. e foal made a good recovery, 
and by Aug. 7th was full of life and spirits, and subse- 
quently has been raced. 

No other cases developed until Aug, 17th, when the 
dam became ill with all the symptoms of a severe attack 
of “ pink-eye,” but she was convalescent by Aug. 28th. 

On Sept. 21st a cart horse in an adjoining stable died 
rather suddenly. The cause of death was acute pneu- 
monia, and it appeared that it had been unwell for some 
cape oat had been kept at work until the day preceding 

eath. 

The next case was in Nov. when pneumonia super- 
vened on influenza in a thoroughbred mare, but she 
made a good 

In Dec. a stallion became affected with pleuro pneu- 
monia and purpura complications following on the usual 
symptoms of influenza. This horse also recovered 

A speH of most severe weather then came on which 
necessitated the animals being kept in their boxes which 
were rather smal], with the result that the disease spread _ 
rapidly, virulence increased so that a large number of 
the mares who were then heavy in foal became affected, 
and many of them had yarns Nearly all the 
young stock yearlings fell ill, but with these the disease 
was not mount so severe. They had a high temperature, 
injected membranes, depression, swellings of the legs 
etc., but none of them had pneumonia. The early cases 
were of course strictly isolated, and the weather being 
fine the animals were kept out in the open as much as 
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possible ; except the cart horses and stallion which were 
among the first to be affected. 

_I quote this outbreak as it showed all forms of the 
disease and it gives some indication of the period of 
incubation. 

Period of Incubation. About three weeks elapsed 
between the first few cases, and also from the time the 
first foal arrived on the stud until it became affected. 

In other outbreaks I have noticed a shorter period. 
A mare that brought the disease to one stud came from 
Ireland, and it was about nine days before any distinct 
spuptgme developed. Some authorities state definitely 
t 


at the pores of incubation is from 4 to 6 days. 
bey artificially inoculated the period varies from 3} to 
10 days. 


In infection yea Cogan 6 to 9 days. 
In experiments made by Gaffky on pneumonia cases 
the period of natural infection was from 20 to 44 days, 
and in different outbreaks he noted there was a certain 
regularity about the time. It appears that the incuba- 
tion period is variable, and I would suggest that in these 
delayed cases the organism, although living in the air 
ssages, does not produce definite symptoms possibly 
or some considerable time, until a chill or over-exertion 
etc., gives it an opportunity to develop ; or the animal 
may be so resistant and the disease so slight that the 
a are not noticed for some time. It would seem 
then that in order to prevent a stud being infected from 
foreign mares, it is not sufficient to isolate them for a 
few days. At least 3 weeks should be allowed before 
one can say they are safe. 

Method of Infection. There is some doubt as to the 
method of infection. Experimentally it can be trans- 
mitted by intravenous and subcutaneous inoculation. 
In the natural way infection probably takes place by in- 
gestion, inhalation, and also sometimes during coitus 
when the semen contains the organism. Some animals 
are much more susceptible than others, and some have 
great powers of resistance although constantly exposed 
to infection. [have noticed when animals are kept in 
different parts of a stud rr 3 or 4 in each field, 
how one animal from this field and one from another 
field some distance away will fall. This can only be ex- 
plained by admitting transmission by the atmosphere, 
which some authorities dispute. ; 

Some observers claim that cohabitation is the only 
natural mode of infection, while others, for example 
Watkins-Pitchford, state that in his experiments he was 
unable to transmit pneumonia in this way. If the latter 
is correet it is obvious that the predisposing causes 
necessary for infection were absent, or that the animals 
used had obtained some immunity from a previous 
attack. Possibly they had sustained a slight attack of 
influenza and recovered, and consequently would not be 
susceptible to infection with the secondary organisms 
which appear to cause the pneumonia symptoms. 

Predisposing Causes. nything which weakens the 
defences of the body will predispose to the disease. It 
has been my experience that nearly all bad outbreake 
have occurred during a long spell of severe weather. 
either cold or continuous wet, and no doubt that would 
reduce the vitality of the individual, as would depress- 
ingly hot or muggy weather. Over exertion or work of 
any sort will predispose to lung complications. So im- 
portant do I consider this that in any outbreak in 
working horses I have the temperature taken once or 
twice daily ; and when at the inning of the war 
horses were taken from civilian stables, exposed to wet 
and cold or herded together in sheds without adequate 
food, every horse had his temperature taken daily, and 
if raised at all he was not put te work. By this means 
‘many fatal cases were prevented. If an animal worked 
with a high temperature pneumonia nearly always 
resulted. Overcrowding is one of the most fruitful pre- 
disposing causes of influenza. In an outbreak where 


the horses were housed in open sheds close together, I 
had them turned loose in a field with surprisingly 
successful results. 

Horses kept in badly ventilated stables quickly suc- 
cumb. An open shed, a yard without covering even, if 
the animal is well rugged up, is preferable. ‘atarrhal 
affections predispose. Want of exercise is | believe a 
contributing cause os among cart horses, the legs 
quickly become filled, the circulation congested, and 
when infection is present the animal will not be in such 
a fit state to resist it. 

Pregnancy is another condition which favours the 
disease, and abortion is frequent in affected mares. In 
this connection it is interesting to note that the foals 
born at full time when their dams were badly affected 
usually lived. They were very icteric at first, and weaker 
than usual, but they quickly recovered, and did not 
contract the disease ex utero. 

Animals between 3 and 8 years old appeared to be 
more susceptible than older or younger ones. 

It may be said then that it is a disease of over crowd- 
ing, and bad hygienic conditions. 

As to the length of time an anima) can be infective, 
cases are on record where stallions have been able to 
transmit the disease by coitus for months, and even one 
to two years, but this is of course exceptional. 

Animals that have apparently recovered may be 
carriers for a considerable period, especially if they have 
suffered from the pneumonic form, and probably this is 
due to diseased foci being left in the lung. 

In two outbreaks among thoroughbreds during the 
foaling period, although the mares were served from 
three to six weeks after convalescence the stallions did 
not contract this disease, and there was no evidence of 
a spread of infection by this means. The mares also 
showed ne tendency to become barren, most of them 
were quickly got in foal. The risk, therefore, of in- 
fection from mares cannot be very great. 


TREATMENT, 


I do not propose to weary you with details of treat- 
ment, but P think most practitioners are agreed that 
good hygienic conditions are a sine qua non. A big box 
where the animal can walk about, with a half door 
which should always be open, are essential. If the 
atmosphere is humid and close the doors and windows 
should be wide open. The next most important point 
is a free action of the bowels. In this condition the 
bowels are very torpid and the liver congested, so that 
saline aperients and calomel are necessary, except in 
those cases where there is some enteritis. : 

The heart being greatly depregsed needs stimulation 
to assist it to relieve the congestion in the various 
organs, and no drug has been so successful in my hands 
as hypodermic injections of strychnine several times 
daily, Medicine can be given in the form of electuary 
but on no account should drenches be administered, an 
in bad cases even balls upset the animal. Stimulation 
of the chest walls has had marked results in some cases ; 
the temperature has fallen, the animal left off grunting 
and the respirations improved. It increases the activit 
of the skin, and immediately relieves the conges 
heart. 

Medicated inhalations of steam give relief in some 
animals, and oxygen is strongly to be recommended, 
given every two or three hours for 20 to 30 minutes, 
where pneumonia is a complication. ] 

I have used nuclein in these cases, also various sera 
and vaccines, but I cannot honestly say that the results 
have been better with them than without. A vaccine 
is strongly recommended by some practitioners as a pre- 
ventive and curative, but it is difficult to judge, unless 
it is used very extensively under various conditions, 
whether it is effective or not. 
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In one case where it-was used at the request of the 
owner’s veterinary surgeon on a particular mare, this 
animal was the only one on that farm which became 
infected, although large doses were given on several 
occasions. I would like to hear the opinion of members 
on this point. 

Major Chambers has published results of treatment 
with formalin and creasote injected intra-tracheally 2 or 
3 times daily. He advises 10 c.c. of a 10% sol. of form- 
alin or 10 c.c. of the following mixture :—Creasote 1 part, 
63% alcohol 10 parts. The latter mixture he prefers to 
the former, as the inflammation at the seat of injection 
is less, and it can be used more often. He claims that 
the mortality was greatly reduced by this injection. 

Salvarsan and neosalvarsan have been used a good 
deal on the Continent, especially in Germany, but the 
reports from different sources appear to be somewhat 
conflicting, so that it cannot by any means be looked 
upon as a specific. There is some difficulty in its 
preparation, it must be eaperins intravenously, and some 
animals do not tolerate the drug at all well. 

uinine, antipyrin, antifebrine, aspirin, potassium 
iodide, etc. are commonly used, sp ly in the human 
subject, but personally they have been quite ineffective 
in my hands, in fact I am of opinion they are contra- 
indicated, as they exert a too depressing effect on the 
heart. I prefer digitalis, strophanthus, caffeine, or 
ammonia compounds. 

Major Newsem has used large doses of iodine; 1 
drachm in bolus twice daily, and considers this method 
more successful than any other. 

Various sera have been prepared, and some have been 
used on a _ scale, especially the anti-streptococcus 
serum polyvalent, and it is possible this may have some 
effect in some outbreaks, but as the specific organism 
has not yet been cultivated, we cannot hepe at present 
to get either a preventive or curative agent. 

mmunization with serum from horses which had 
shortly before recovered from the pectoral form have 
also not given uniform results. Outbreaks vary so in 
virulence that what appears to be a specific in one out- 
break may entircly fail in another. 
- As to my last point—Is there any connection between 
human and equine influenza? As far as I know this 
has never been suggested by any writers on the subject, 
but why I cannot say, seeing that the two diseases as 


they affect horses and man are almost identical. They|y 


are both very sudden in their onset, very contagious, and 
affect chiefly the respiratory tract. . 

A high temperature, great depression, congestion of 
the capillary vessels, disturbances of the liver and _tor- 
pidity of th2 bowels are marked symptoms. In both 
the predisposing causes are identical. In both pneu- 
monia is a frequent complication. In both the causal 
organism is very difficult to define, and all the signs 
point to an ultra-microscopic organism. 

In both the disease varies greatly in virulence at 
different periods. Sometimes the cases are sporadic, at 
other times they take the form of an epizootic, and large 
numbers of animals and men are affected. . 

- My thoughts were directed to the possible connection 
between the diseases by the fact that in pearly eve 
outbreak in animals I was myself attacked. edic 
men in charge of units where disease was rife on several 
occasions told me that the men in charge of the horses 


_were going down with influenza, and as fresh batches of 


men nursed the animals so they were affected them- 
selves. No doubt predisposing causes would be 
necessary, as in animals, to make them more suscepti- 
‘ble, but where these causes were present the men 
certainly were very commonly affected. I do not suggest 
that. humans often contract the disease from animals, 
but it does seem to me very probable that when men are 

ut under certain conditions in which their vitality is 
owered they become susceptible to the disease. 


I should very much like to hear the experiences of 
members on this point and the others which I have very 
briefly and inadequately tried to introduce to your 
notice for discussion. 

In most diseases, for example, tuberculosis, glanders, 
etc., it has taken many years of investigation to prove 
infection from animals to man or vice versa and I think 
research is needed also in this disease before one 
can say dogmatically that there can be no relationship. 
I hope that research may be forthcoming, and trust the 
Veterinarian will bear his share. 


CENTRAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 


(NatTionaL Brancn). 


A meeting was held on-the 24th Jan. at the Limerick 
Junction Hotel. The President, Mr. B. P. J. Mahony in 
the chair ; other members present Messrs. M. J. Cleary, 
Mullingar ; P. J. Howard, Ennis ; L. P. Power, Cashel ; 
T. R. Mulcahy, Clonmel ; J.J.Condon, Tipperary; A.J. 
-egaemaamae ildorrey ; and Capt. E. C. Winter, Hon. 


The Hon. Sec. read the minutes of the last meeting 
held at Turners Hotel, Cork, on the 7th July 1914, and 
explained that his absence on service, and the conditions 
existing owing to the war prevented his calling a 
meeting before. The president stated that no apology 
was necessary under the circumstances, and doubted if 
a meeting could have been got together in any case. 

The minutes were approved, and signed by the _presi- 
dent. Apologies were received from Mr. J. F. Healy, 
Hon. Treas., (whose car broke down on the road ), Messrs. 
P. W. Creagh, A. Dobbin, J. W. Nolans, Prof. Craig, and 
Capts. P. D. Reavy and A. J. Moffett. 

otes of condolence were passed with Mr. Jas. Preston, 

on the loss of his son, a promising member of the pro- 
fession, and with Messrs A.J. Murnane and Capt. Moffett, 
who had both lost their wives recently, and the secretary 
was instructed to convey the resolutions to the members 
concerned. 

The outgoing officers were unanimously elected to 
carry on the business of the association for the coming 


ear. 

The matter of finance was then gone into, and it was 
decided not to ask for any subscriptions for the years 
1914, 15, 16 and 17 as the affairs of the association were 
suspended for that time, no meetings had been held and 
no expenses incurred. 

Re outstanding subscriptions, the secretary was asked 
to again circularise the defaulting members, and to put 
in execution a resolution in October 1913, to 
make any member over three years in arrear to bea 
alae and to remove his name from the list of mem- 

rs. 

The Secretary asked for, and was granted unani- 
mously, some discretionary powers with regard to this 
resolution, after pointing out that, in his opinion, lapses 
in this matter were due more to carelessness than any- 
thing else, and the members present promised to help in 
ers arrears and bringing in stray sheep to the 

old. 
The question of holding the meetings in places of easy 
access to the majority of the members was discussed at 
length, and it was decided to hold the next meeting at 
the Limerick Junction on the 30th April, at 1.30 p.m. 
and to let the July fixture stand over till the next 
meeting so as to be able to take the wishes of the other 
members into consideration. 

A Committee of five was elected to carry on the work 
of the association for the year, consisting of :—Messrs. 
Mahony Winter, Healy, Howard, and Cleary, 
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“‘ getting there” when he sets out, and letting nothing 
stop him. However, sad to relate, a great many “ get 
there” only to find that they have suffered so much in 
health, owing to the nervous strain, that they are unable 
to enjoy the fruits of their efforts. “()uick lunches,” 
and very often, no lunch at all, do not help one along a 
thorny road. 

' ‘To return to the question of the supply of horses, and 
those much maligned animals the mules; the most 
amazing feature was, to us, the apparently unlimited 
supply of good, sharp, well bred, active gunners, with 
size, bone, and action, that turned up day after day and 
month after month at the dealers’ shows. The supply 
of heavy draught horses and mules never ran short 
either, but the cavalry horse as we know him does not 
exist in anything like large numbers. Most of the 
horses of this type that were shown to us were of the 
** Standard ” breed, and too long in the leg and too light 
in the barrel for our requirements, although they were 
not lacking in stamina or speed ; in fact some of the so 
called “cow ponies” would give points to the best of 
ours in those particulars. The horse par excellence of 
thé American continent now is the light draught horse 
or “gunner.” Fortunately for the breeders of these an- 
imals, and for the British tax payer, the war came at a 
time when there was a slump in the horse trade in 
America. 

‘ The cavalry horse is rapidly vanishing from the Amer- 
ican continent, owing to the developement of motors, 
and the ban on racing in many of the States. It behoves 
the Government here to do weg rg | to encourage light 
horse breeding before it is too late, if the cavalry horse 
is not to become a thing of the past, and it seems to be 
the opinion of those best qualified to judge that this arm 
of the service is still indispensable. 

The principal diseases for which we had to reject 
horses were wind, eye, and traumatic affections, but 
their feet were as a rule good, and about fifty per cent 
of those shown were innocent of shoes till they were 
purchased. As they were bought, the horses were 
shipped to concentration depots, and when possible they 
were held there for a month or six weeks before final 
shipment, it being found that a great many of them 
contracted disease during their passage through dealers’ 
yatds and livery stables, as well as from unclean cars on 
the railroads. The cars over there, as here, are all sup- 

wed to be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected, but 
this is nearly always done ina perfunctory manner, just 
as it is here. 

Strange to say, skin disease was not pe, and 
mange was wo mepene by its absence. I don’t think I 
saw more than four or five cases of actual mange in the 
thousands of horses I handled ; ringworm was prevalent 
and became troublesome if not actively dealt with. 

When one considers all the horses had to go through 
in the way of knocking about, the long railroad 
journeys,—often from one end of the continent to the 
other, and the unclean places they often had to be put 
in, one can only wonder at the excellent results obtained 
on the whole. Of course individual treatment was often 
out of the question, and skilled horsemen were conspi- 
cuous by their absence. 

- I shall describe later on some of the more common 
affections we were called on to treat, and meantime I 
shall say a few words about our friend the mule, that 
animal “without pride of ancestry, or hope of posterity,” 
which does most of the hard work in the U.S.A. and lives 
on the hardest fare. It is said over there, and with 
some justice too, “that it takes a nigger to manage a 
mule,” and the combination certainly seems to work 


well. There is no doubt that this animal likes to be 
made much of, and that he will do almost anything for 
one who understands how to manage him—he will be 
I will back a team of good 


led but he wont be driven. 


mules to do 50% more work than a team of horses, and 
to live and thrive on 75% of the food. The Missouri 
mule is a very fine animal, and often grows to a great 
size without being } ; a 17 hands mule is not un- 
common, and he will weigh almost as much as a horse of 
the same height. Most of the mules bred in the States 
are raised in the Middle West, and the same applies to 
the horses of the light draught type. 

Train loads of horses used to number on an average 
about 500, say twenty-five cars of 20 each in the case of 
riders or mules, and about 17 or 18 to the car of heavy 
draught horses. The average car is 36 feet long, but a 
good many of them run to 40, and & feet wide. Thirty- 
six hours is the limit allowed by law for horses or other 
stock to run without food’or water, and that only under 
a special contract, the usual time being 24 hours ; with 
a minimum stop over of five hours, It is wiser to allow 
twelve hours stop over if at all practicable, for it takes 
horses an hour or two to settle down and rest, and they 
begin to feed again after a lapse of four or five hours ; 
one can then easier spot any that are off their feed or 
going sick. I also think 24 hours is quite long enough 
for a run—as that generally means 30 hours without 
food or water—it takes a couple of hours generally to 
load and cut out sick, and roughly about an hour to un- 
load. In bad weather or in case of a break-down the 
limit must of necessity be exceeded, as it is not every 
— that has accommodation for large numbers of 
stock. 

‘Where possible, it is always wiser to take tempera- 
tures before loading, as horses will be apparently in 
health and frisky with a high temperature, and it is 
dangerous in the extreme to ship anything with a 
temperature of over 102. Such cases may return to 
normal in a few hours without developing any disease, 
but, on the other hand, if they are shipped may develop 
anything, and be very ill on arrival at their destination, 
or perhaps dead. 

ow as to the diseases that gave us most trouble. 
The most common affection was what was called 
“shipping fever,” which really meant that the animal 
had a rise of temperature and was 11], and might develop 
any one of a dozen diseases later on. 
some of the wiseacres over there, who called them- 
selves scientists, invented a cure and preventive, in the 
shape of a serum, which was prepared and administered 
under conditions which would shock anyone with any 
pretentions to scientific training. The losses directly 
attributable to the use of this nostrum sounded its 
death knell, but not before a few people made money 
out of it, and a few others lost a small fortune. 

People who dealt in horses were at their wits end to 
combat this so-called “ disease,” and entirely overlooked 
the fact that care in selection, and a little nursing and 
individual attention, were all that was r uired in a 
great many cases. A careful man going through the 
stock every day and all day and spotting the animals 
off colour was worth all the nostrums put together. 

Septic pneumonia was a common result of the strain 
put on the stock, and here again “ horse sense,” coupled 
with fresh air and nursing, worked wonders. Every- 
thing was tried from tapping the chest and sinapisms to 

tent preparations warranted to cure all the affections 

orse flesh is heir to, and it was found that letting them 
alone and supplying fresh air, even to the extent of 
turning the horses out in the open in the coldest 
weather, was the most effective treatment, coupled with 
the use of salines and green food, when available. 

Strangles was a common disorder, but except where 
purpura developed was easily dealt with. Purpura was 
rather common where the depots were situated on 
marshy or very foul ground, as a gree many of them 
were, Owing to railroad facilities and other reasons. 

Glanders, for a while, gave a good deal of trouble, and 


| 
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it was found necessary to test all our stock at intervals.| Fistulous withers was not at all uncommon, and gave 
Parke Davis ophthalmic disc proved the most effective | a great deal of trouble from time to time. All sorts of 


and easiest mode of testing, but in the later days of the 
commission, the intra-palpebral hypodermic method 
was used altogether. In the case of a doubtful re-actor 
the ordinary hypodermic test was used for confirmation, 
but in dealing with large numbers of horses or mules 
that was too troublesoms in the first instance. Either 
of the eye tests required nothing more in the way of in- 
spection afterwards than running the horses through a 
chute and looking at the eyes, and no previous taking 
of temperature was necessary. The “ Complement fix- 
ation” test I look on as the last word in testing, and it 
was age employed in doubtful cases before destroying 
an animal, 

Mules are not very responsive to any of the tests, even 
the latter one, and great care had to be exercised in 
handling those refractory animals and in weeding out 
the affected. They always got an increased dose of the 
serum, both in the case of the hypodermic and intra- 
palpebral tests. 

wenty four hours was generally long enough for the 
application of the eye tests, but it was always wiser to 
look them over at the end of forty eight hours, as some 
cases showed up then. I have here a couple of typical 
photographs of re-actors to the eye tests, 

Some of the States insist on all animals of the equine 
tribe being tested before they are allowed to enter, or 
travel, while others do not worry. It would be far 
better if there was a federal law to equalise these regu- 
lations and deal with all the States alike, as it would 
prevent one State sending contagion into another by 
various routes. This is where our insular position helps 
us in combating contagious diseases. 

Gangrenous Dermatitis was for a while a great pest in 
some of our depots, and if not detected early gave a 

t deal of trouble and caused a great deal of loss. 

e first thing noticed was that a horse was slightly 
lame, and very soon—if not promptly treated, became 
very lame, and the disease was gone so far that a cure 
was almost impossible. In deep ground a slight lameness 
might escape a not very keen observer and the disease 
meantime was making progress and the contagion 
spreading. 

On washing off the feet and legs a nasty sore was 
found round the coronet or higher up the pastern or 
leg, or perhaps two or more such sores were found. The 
wounds looked unhealthy and there was a nasty ichor- 
ous discharge, and possibly a slough or two. If allowed 
to go on the trouble spread to the deeper structures and 
caused the death of the patient. Foul ground, contami- 
nated by animal excrement, contributed largely to the 
spread of this affection, and on its appearing in a corral 
it was always advisable to have the horses removed to 
clean dry ground. The treatment eventually adopted 
for affected cases was to wash thoroughly with petrol, 
remove any dead tissue, and dress with a strong caustic, 
thereafter treating as a simple wound with dry dress- 
ings. The in-contact horses should all be walked 
through a bath containing a solution of cupri sulpb. or 
some such preparation, and the feet and legs examined 
every day. Quicklime on the floors of any standings 
also tre asa preventive. I have seen as many as 500 
horses affected with this fell disease in the early days 
out there, and the life of the V.S. in charge was not 
exactly a of roses. Those horse had at this time to 
be treated in the open, on deep ground in bad weather. 
Later, smaller depots were the rule, and it was 
possible to get all sick animals under cover. This 


disease seems to correspond with an affection called 
over there “Summer sores”—with this difference, that 
“Summer sores” may affect any part of the body. In 
either case the bacillus necrosis does not seem to 
enter the unbroken skin, and a wound or bruise is 
necessary beforehand. 


treatment were tried ; finally it was decided to give it 
best, and dispese of any affected animals as soon as 
noticed, The origin of this affection is still in obscurity, 
and the theory of its being due to a wound or bruise is 
not always tenable. I think there is something in the 
theory propounded in one of the veterinary journals 
recently, that it is due to filaria, and the su ject is 
worth investigating. The affection is very prevalent in 
the States, even in horses that have never been worked 
or housed. 

Lice, in the spring-time were very prevalent, and it 
was almost impossible to Ci the horses proper groom- 
ing, owing to the cost of labour and the shortage of any- 
thing like grooms. Most of our labour was, to say the 
least of it, unskilled. 

Ringworm if not seen early and checked gave a lot of 
trouble too, but, strange to say, mange was not preva- 
lent, although the U.S.A. got the credit of sending the 
disease to F'rance—-to my mind, undeservedly, A very 
good line of treatment for all skin affections was the 
— vapour baths just being tried when I left the 

tates. 

Fractures and traumatic affections generally were not 
so common as one might expect, considering the large 
numbers of animals handled. ‘This immunity was due 
in a great measure to the fact that all horses were un- 
shod behind. I have yet to meet a broken leg or very 
serious injury caused by a kick from an unshod horse. 

Parturition cases were common at certain periods of 
the year, and a very large number of the mares were in 
foal. Often a foal was slipped in the railroad cars or 
the corrals and it was not sg to find the mother, 
Those cases as a rule gave very little trouble, and the 
mare, if found, was all right and ready to g° on in aday 
or two. Some of the foals were reared but proved a 
financial failure. 

I have touched on only a few points I would like 
to elaborate, but I am afraid I have already exhausted 
your patience. I would have liked to tell you of the 
country and its grandeur and vastness, of its yet un- 
developed resources, of the —— of the Rockies, of 
which I saw a good deal, of the verdure-clad hills of 
Virginia, the blue-grass region of Kentucky, and its 
caves, the rolling wheat and corn belts of the west, the 
alfalfa fields, the sugar and cotton and tobacco planta- 
tions, with their indispensable “coons.” Also of the 
up-to-date cities, which often spring up in what to our 
flees is a marvellously short space of time. 

I had the pleasure of going through some of the vet- 
erinary colleges out there, and attending some of the 
meetings of the veterinary assogjations, and I can 
honestly say that with all their up-to-dateness, and all 
their push and go, they have nothing on us over here ; 
quite the reverse in fact. The American practitioner is, 
as a rule, far behind the Britisher, and the Canadian is 
worse. They have a few stars in the States, but the 
average practitioner is far behind ours, and a great 
many of them do little more than inoculate hogs against 
hog cholera. Their colleges are not as well equipped or 
staffed as ours either. ; 

I thank you gentlemen for having given this rather 
disjointed paper such a patient hearing, and I hope by 
our next meeting, to be able to induce some of our 
members who have served in France to give us of their 
experiences there. 


Mr. Manony: Gentlemen, you are after hearing a 
very elaborate a read by Capt. Winter, whom we all 
congratulate on his return after his very strenuous and 
exacting duties in America ; and we are all glad to see 
him so hale and hearty, and hope he will continue so for 
many years to come. I am sure it was a very great 
strain on Capt. Winter to leave home and family to 
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undertake a very trying business in America, but, like a 
great many others, he answered the call of duty, and we 
aré pleased to see him back again. Many others who 
aduswered that call were destined never to return. 
‘Personally I am very proud of the part played by the 
Prot epston in this war. The members of the profession 
Gecinepen their duty well in alleviating the sufferings 
of the du 
‘ther, T am glad that their services have been recognised 
the State and that a great many honours have been 
bestowed on them. I hope that like Capt. Winter others 
of them will come forward when they return and give 
us the benefit of their experience while abroad. I also 
think the time has come, with the conclusion of the 
war, when our profession should receive from the State 
that-recognition which is its due ; it rests with ourselves 
to raise the standard of the profession, and I trust we 
will all endeavour to do that, by individual and collect- 
ive effort. 
*“T notice that Capt. Winter has made no mention of 
casés'of lockjaw amongst his patients, now you know 
that in this country we get a great many cases of lock- 
aw, possibly in America the microbe is rare. [Capt. 
Winter : Quite the reverse. | 

that the is in- 


The Prestpent: Let me sa 
hope it will be spoken 


teresting and instructive, and 
to by the members present. 

Mr. Howarp agreed with what the President had 
said, ind commented on the rarity of mange amongst 
the American horses. He further stated that the Army 
horses were the most fruitful source of mange in this 
country. He asked if Capt. Winter knew if the disc 
had’ been tried in testing for tuberculosis. He’ was 
surprised to hear that there was not more success in the 
use of the serum for shipping fever. He was also pleased 
to‘hear that in spite of Yankee bluff we can still more 
than hold our own against them. 

Mr. Power agreed with the essayist in the efficacy of 
fresh air and cleanliness in the treatment of pneumonia 
and ‘allied affections. He did not agree with Mr. 
Howard’s remarks about the Army and mange ; he lived 
a long way from a military barracks and yet he got 
plenty of mange cases. 

Mr. Conpon endorsed Mr. Power’s remarks mange, 
aud agreed also with the remarks made about pneu- 
monia, but remarked that early on in France they had 
not much time to treat horses. 
“Mr, Cieary: Capt. Winter does not give us much 
idea of the prevalence of disease in the States in which 
he trayelled, and he seems to convey the idea that a 
Uikne Percentage of the cont» gious diseases broke out in 
the depots. It would be well to know if veterinary 
stitgeons in the districts from which the horses came 
fourid instances of those diseases. It would, be very 
‘strange if they did not. 
“’ Me. Howarp : It is well known that when horses are 
herded. together, as they were at the beginning of the 
war, disease breaks out amongst them. remember in 
the Limerick dep0t 307, of the horses present were sick 
‘from one thing or another. 
'Prestpent : There are instances where horses 
from infected districts convey disease when huddled 
ogéther with others. 
~ Mr. Cieary: But the disease must have been there 
al! the time. 
“Mr. Mutcany spoke again on the army being a 
source of mange ia the country and gave instances to 
support his assertion. 
“ apt. Winter : There seems to me to be one or two 
slight misconceptions about my paper which I wish to 
clear oR I never meant to say that I saw no tetanus 
jh the States ; what I said was that I never saw a case 


mb animals committed to their charge. Fur- 


of tetanus follow dermatitis ; there is tetanus to be seen, 
but we saw very little of it. Also it was impossible for 


us to tell if there was disease in the districts from 
which horses came. The country is a very big one, and 
some of the stock we bought came thousands of miles to 
the sales yards. Mange does exist, and in some districts 
is prevalent even amongst the cattle, and there are 
government dipping stations for them, but my remarks 
applied more to the animals we had to handle. Most of 
the stock we bought came off farms and all were sup- 
posed to have been worked, we bought no range stock if 
we could avoid it. Those seasoned horses rarely took 
sick, the “green” ones were what gave the trouble. I 
would like to ask Mr. Cleary if he ever saw 5000 horses 
together. I have seen 20,000 in one depot. 

e tuberculin test is largely used in cattle in the 
States and Canada, but the eye test does not work so 
well in the cow as it does in the horse. The intra- 
dermal test is often used in the case of cows, with good 
results. 

The question of the prevalence of mange, or otherwise, 
in army horses I am not at liberty to discuss further, 
but I have, like some of the other members here. seen a 
lot of mange in this country that could not be traced to 
army horses; it is a deal more common than is 
supposed, and a great many carriers and disseminators 
of the disease are never suspected of being affected at all. 

The one disease that worries the farmers in the States 
is “hog cholera” and in spite of millions of inoculations 
every year it is still rampant. 

I had the pleasure of going through Parke Davis «& 
Co’s works and farm, when ing Detroit, Michigan, 
and the place well repays a visit. Things in the drug 
way are done on a very large scale, and the utmost care 
hn | supervision are used to procure purity and exac- 
titude in all their preparations. A very large staff of 
analytical chemists is kept for testing the materials 
used, as well as the finished products ; anything that is 
not up to standard is thrown away at once. 

I must apologise for the incompleteness of this paper, 
there are many things omitted that I would like to have 
included, but time would not permit. I have tried to 
give you my impressions of some of the — I have 
seen and experienced, and I can only conclude by saying — 
that I am very glad to be back again where I belong. 


VETERINARY POLITICS. 


Under the pseudonym of a well known and eminent 
journalist “ Dagonet” is pleased to launch a scathing 
criticism on the proceedings of the Eastern Counties 
and Central Veterinary Societies. The former for trying 
to put pressure on the Insurance Cos. to increase their 
scale of fees. In these days of increased cost of livin 
enhanced value of animals, therefore necessarily increa 
premiums, it is surel only reasonable to ask that the 
professional fees, which [ submit are meagre in the 
extreme, should be raised. In other words this Society 
is trying to better the profession which “ Dagonet” is 

ssimistic enough to think can be done without. Then 
~ joins issue with the “ Central” more especially in 
regard to District Representation, I quote his words 
“The system of Societies running candidates for the 
Council has given us many mediocrities and some non- 
entities.” This statement has I think gone farther than 
any that has yet appeared, for there have been very few 
changes on the Council during the last 10 yeete, toene 
fore the mediocrities and nonentities must still remain. 


| How grateful the Council would be to “ Dagonet.” if he 


would forward his name. ' 
I, as one of the candidates mentioned in his letter, may 
be misguided in my efforts to stir up the lethargy in 
which the profession has sunk, but so long as I feel that 
my endeavours are earnest and that they are used for 
the furtherance of our honourable profession, so long 
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shall I continue my present course. No apologies are 
needed for either Society, we will let the profession as 
a whole judge them. 


April 17. J. WILLETT 


I have read with some amusement “Dagonet’s” letter, 
our issue of er 5th in which he challenges the 
the Eastern Counties and Central 
Veterinary Societies. What a pity such a ie of 
criticism should be lost under a nom-de-plume. I would 
— that the most convincing proof of the writers 
wisdom, would be to withdraw from cover and fire his 
“gas” shell from open ground, then the profession 
would be in a position to relegate to its proper place 
that intelligence he claims, and the position he occupies 
in the scientific and social worlds—a position with 
which he appears to be quite satisfied. 

I do not think that either of the Societies referred to 
will object to criticism—in fact we welcome it, and so 
far as | am personally concerned, that was my object. 
It was no part of my object to elaborate “points of 
remedy.” I made suggestions and I am quite willing to 
take the collective voice of my professional brethren. 
Unless “ Dagonet” is prepared to own to his utterances 
then I think he had better remain in obscurity for ever. 


April 17. J. W. McInrosu. 


The foregoing were too late for last week’s number, 
which was issued on Thursday. | 


in 
collective wisdom o 


ANGLO-FRANCO-BELGIAN VETERINARY Funp. 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 1. 
The following Doaations are gratefully acknow- 


“One who has been there ” £100 0 O 

G. A. Banham, Cambridge. 5 0 0 

R. H. Bird, Greeley, Colorado. 211 

J. J. Hilliard, Major R.a.v.c. 100 

H. M. Holland, Keighley. 4 ® 

J. Lawson, Timperley. 1 1 0 
W. D. Rees, Trealan. Ba. 
Previously acknowledged 133 19 6 

April 16. ° £245 3 7 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
Extracts from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, April 12. 


Reouiar Forors. Royat Army VETERINARY Corps. |- 


Temp. Capt. P. D. Reavy relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health (April 13), and retains the rank 


of Capt. 
April 14. 


The follg. temp. Capts. their commns. (April 
15), and retain the rank of Capt. :—J. M. Whyte, on 
account of ill-health caused McC. 


y wounds; J, 
Barry, on account of ill-health. 


April 16. 

Temp. Capt. E. Patrick resigns his commn. (April 17), 
and retains rank of Capt. 

To be temp. Maj. :— Capt. L. Danels, R.a.v.c., for service 
with the Egyptian Army (July 1, 1918). 


TERRITORIAL Force, Royat ARMY VETERINARY CoRPs. 
April 10. 
Capt. (actg. Maj.) D. R. C. Tennant relinquishes the 
~~ rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. as 
D.A.D.V.S. (March 1) ; Capt. A. J. Curtis relinquishes 
his commn. on account of ill-health (April 9) and 
retains the rank of Capt. 
April 11. 


Capt. R. E Beilby to be actg. Maj. while empld. as 

.A.D.V.S. (Dec. 25. 1918); Capt. (actg. Maj.) H. 

FE. Powell relinquishes the actg. rank of Maj. on 

ceasing to be so empld. (Dec. 25, 1918). 
ORDER. 
Russtan Troops NortHern DIstrict. 
No. 88, 
22nd March, 1919. Archangel. 


In reward for special services in the strife against the 
enemies of Russia in the Northern District, for dis- 
tinguished service in the field, and for services connected 
with the re-organisation of the Russian Army—by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Provisional 
Government, I award the following :— 


OrpDER oF St. STANISLAV, 2nd Class with Swords. 


Major F. CHAMBERS, 0.B.E., R.A.V.C. 
Capt. G. BARNETT, M.C., R.A.V.C. 


ORDER oF Sr. STANISLAV, 3rd Class with Swords. 
Lieut. J. MCALLAN, R.A.V.C. 


ELECTION ADDRESS. 


To the Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, 
I have been nominated for re-election to the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
where I have served for the last twenty years, and 
I venture to ask my friends to return me once 
more. My attendance at the Committee and 
Council Meetings during the last four years will, I 
think, show that I have the best interests of the 
profession at heart, and the necessary time to 
devote to its service. I have served on the Regis- 
tration, Parliamentary, Honours and Prizes, and 
Finance Committees, and I can assure you that I 
take my duties seriously; an@ if you do me the 
honour to return me to the Council at the forth- 
coming election, my time and services will be given 
to your interests as freely and devotedly in the 

future as in the past. 
Yours faithfully, 


ALEXANDER Lawson. 


Manchester, April, 1919. 


The “ Assistance” of the Press. 


The following extracts are from a column in 7he 
Express and Echo, Exeter, under the headlines “ Is it 
Rabies?” “Opinions of a Famous Expert.” It is difticult 
to see what useful purpose can be served by the publi- 
cation of an individual “opinion” which traverses the 
experience of many men who have made disease the 
study of their lives. Yet, since D.O.R.A. has ceased 
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from troubling, any remonstrance the authorities 
would paobatly be labelled “interference with the 
liberty of the subject.” 


“A few days ago, I called on probably one of the best 
known ‘doggie’ men in the world. As a judge, exhibitor 
and breeder of fox terriers, Mr. Vicary’s name is known 
in every civilised country on earth. He says: ‘I am 
not at all satisfied that they have proved a single case 
of rabies.” 

He told me that he had only once in his long experience 
seen one case of indisputable rabies, and that was a 
hound in Devon some years ago, when the trouble was 
stamped out by destroying the whole pack. 


“Nobody seems to understand what originates the 
disease in the first place, but we do know that if one 
mad dog bites any other animal the terrible disease is 

assed on. The first case is notified, let us say at 

lymouth. The next is discovered at Exeter, I merely 
take these towns as examples. Now, the mad dog in 
Plymouth obviously could not have bitten the dog in 
Exeter, could he?” 

“We have had it reported that a large number of 
human a have been bitten by dogs declared to be 
mad. Are a penny the worse for it? Not in one 
single case. ow, I know, of course that they have re- 
ceived the Pasteur treatment, but I am not convinced. 
I do not remember a cure for anything else which is so 
unfailing.” 

“The methods employed to determine cases, are in 
my opinion very curious. When a suspected case is 
reported they destroy the dog. If I were responsible I 
should lock the suspected animal in some perfectly safe 
ome and keep it under observation. If he had rabies 

e would soon die. He would be unable to take his 
food, as in this disease there is a constriction of the 
throat which makes it impossible for the dog to swallow 


If the animal is able to eat and drink easily that is proof 
that there is no rabies.” 

“ Some long time ago I had a dog which had all the 
symptoms of madness. Any of the inspectors would 
have declared it a case of rabies. They would have been 
wrong. It was merely a case of distemper which, in this 
instance, affected the brain.” 

“What is it the matter with these dogs? In m 
opinion they have epilepsy brought on by the rubbis 
sold as substitute dog foods during the war. I do not 
consider there has been one single case of rabies. 


Importation of Dogs from France. 


In a written answer to Major Glyn, Mr. Churchill 
says that owing to the importation of rabies into this 
country through dogs brought from France, it became 
necessary to forbid officers and men to bring back their 
dogs with them. 

To allow dogs to be brought home, the Army Council 
accepted the generous offer of the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals to defray the cost of 
maintenance for the six months’ quarantine required by 
the Importation of Dogs Order, 1914, of 500 dogs at a 
time at the quarantine station at Hackbridge, which has 
been approved by the Board of Agriculture. 

Under the arrangements which have been made, the 
dogs are collected in batches in France, and, when 
passed free from symptoms of contagious disease by an 
officer of the Royal Army Veterinary =~ are sent b 
special arrangements to Hackbridge. During Marc 
over 100 dogs have arrived at the kennels there. Dogs 
may also be brought over direct by arrange- 
ments between the owner and the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, but this, of course, entails expense to 


the owner. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 
| Rabies. |, | and-Moath | Glanders.t | Parasitic Swine Fever. 
Cases Disease. Mange. 
Confrmd) Ani-| Out- | Ani- ani. | Sheep] 
Period. [breaks| mals. | Ont- | Ani- |breaks| mals. mals.| Out- | Siangh- 
Ss eaks| mals. breaks | tered. * 
A (a) (a) (b) (b) (b) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended April19 | 9 oe 8 112 | 199 32 15 
‘ 1918 9 9 21! 91] 167 5 34 10 
1917 75 6 717 35 
= 1916 s | ll 1 1} 31] al 4} 118 358 
Total for 16 weeks, 1919 50| 2] 61 | 84 | 19 | 106 5| 28] 2504| 4982} 202] 374 130 
109 | 124 12| 2241 | 4174] 222] 283 106 
Corresponding 1917 220 | 253 10 19 | 1154 | 2431 | 342 757 286 
1916 207 | 246 | 1 | 24 | 21) 60] 11298 | 2755] 161] 1407 | 4365 


(2) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 22, 1919 


t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRELAND. Week ended April 12 


1918 ... 


mding Week in + 1917 ... 


Total for 15 weeks, 1919 


1918 ... 1 1 


Oorrespondin riod in 1917 ... 2 2 
{ 1916 ... 1 5 


54 144 7 
16 174 77 472 
28 10 85 423 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 14, 1919 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infectien 


eee eee eee eee 4 eee eee 
| 6 8 1 1 
U - eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 5 10 43 
1916 eee eee eee eee eee 2 6 32 
eee 
eee 
| 


